
  

CURRICULUM VITAE 

Wesley E. Higgins 
1858 Morrill Street 
Sarasota, FL 34236 

Telephone:  941-951-6006 
 
Education:   
University of the State of New York 1979 AS (Liberal Arts),  
DeVry Institute of Technology, Atlanta 1980 AS (Electronics Engineering Technology)  
Oklahoma City University   1990 BS (Applied Science & Technology)  
University of Florida   1995 BS (Environmental Horticulture)  
University of Florida   2000 Ph.D. (Horticultural Science/Botany)  
 
Current Positions:  Director of Systematics, Jessie B. Cox Chair in Tropical Botany 
       Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, Florida 
      Courtesy Curator, Herbarium, Florida Museum of Natural History 
      International Scientific Committee of Lankesteriana, Costa Rica 
      Editor, Selbyana, Sarasota, Florida 
 
Previous Experience:   
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (Summer, 1996) 
 Practicum in molecular systematics lab 
Missouri Botanical Garden (Summer, 1995): 
 Curator of Living Orchid Collection 
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (Summer, 1994): 
 Internship 
U. S. Coast Guard (1967-1993): 
 Avionics Repair--Eighteen years. 
 Computers--Qualified System Analyst (MS-DOS) and System Manager (CTOS). 
 Master Chief Petty Officer with 26 years of management experience. 
 Writing--Six years at the USCG Institute writing correspondence courses and standardized exams. 
Extracurricular: 
 Orchid--Accredited American Orchid Society judge with 32 years of horticultural experience.   
      Attended World Orchid Conferences in Miami, Tokyo, Auckland, Rio de Janeiro, Glasgow and Vancouver. 
 Photographs--Cover of the AOS Bulletin and Phalaenopsis Culture: A Worldwide Survey 
     Documented Dendrochilum javieriense (Lindleyana 4(3): 135-138. 1989) 
     Highly Commended at the 13th World Orchid Conference.  
 
Honors: 
AABGA Student Travel Award (1995) 
Action Chapter, FNGA Scholarship (1995 & 97) 
American Academy of Distinguished Students (1996) 
American Orchid Society Doctoral Fellowship (1996-99) 
American Orchid Society Research Grant (1996-97) 
Gama Sigma Delta, Agricultural Honor Society (1998) 
BS with Highest Honors (1995) 
Donaldson Scholarship (1995) 
Dr. H. Harold Humes Scholarship (1996) 
Florida Department of Agriculture Scholastic Achievement Award (1995) 
Garden Club of Halifax Country Scholarship (1996) 
IEEE Student of the Year (1980) 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Research Grant (1999) 
Muriel Rumsey Scholarship (1998) 
National Deans List (1995) 
Orchid Congress Fellowship (1995 & 96) 
Outstanding Scientists of the 20th Century (2000) 
Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society (1995) 
Royal Palm Chapter, FNGA Scholarship (1995) 
Society for Technical Communications, Award of Excellence (1987) 
Tau Alpha Pi National Honor Society (1979) 
UF Outstanding Students Award (1995 & 96) 
University of Florida Graduate School Research Grant (1999) 
Who's Who (2001) 



  

Teaching Experience: 
Orchidology, Teaching Assistant, (1995) 
Plant Identification, Teaching Assistant, (1996) 
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16th World Orchid Conference. (Vancouver, 1999). Vancouver Orchid Society, Vancouver. pp. 170-176.  

Higgins, W. E. 2002. Validation of Microepidendrum (Orchidaceae: Laeliinae). Acta Botanica Mexicana 60: 19-24. 
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Center at the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. Orchids 71(8): 732-734. 
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Higgins, W. E., "For The Orchid Connoisseur--Encyclia tampensis Hybrids."  American Orchid Society Bulletin, 
Vol. 58 No. 6, 1989. 

DeMuzzio, E. E., W. E. Higgins, and J. C. Owens. 1981.  "Applications of Computer Software in The Engineering 
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Pamphlets: 

Avionics Administration, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A20303 (01/91) 

Advanced Binary Logic, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A10302 (08/87) 

Binary Logic, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A10301 (06/89) 

Binary Mathematics , U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A10303 (07/90) 

Communications and Navigation, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. ABSC04 (05/90) 

HC-130 Avionics Part I, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. ACAV01 (03/91) 

HC-130 Avionics Part II, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. ACAV02 (03/91) 

HC-130 Avionicsman Standardized Syllabus, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No.  ACAVS1 (01/91) 

HC-130 Navigator Standardized Syllabus, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. ACNVS1 (10/89) 

HH-3F Avionics, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No.  A3AV01 (01/89) 

HH-3F Avionicsman Standardized Syllabus, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A3AVS1 (04/91) 

HH-65A Avionics, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A65AV1 (09/86) 

HH-65A Avionicsman Standardized Syllabus, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A65AS1 (06/86) 

HU-25A Avionics, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A25A01 (03/87) 

HU-25A Avionicsman Standardized Syllabus, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A25AS1 (06/88) 

Logic Troubleshooting, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A20301 (06/90) 

Microelectronics and Microwave Principles Workbook, U.S. Coast Guard Institute Pamphlet No. A10304 (06/86) 
 
Memberships: 

American Orchid Society 
American Horticulture Society 
American Society of Plant Taxonomists 

International Association for Plant Taxonomy 
Orchid Digest 
American Association of Botanical Gardens and  

Arboreta
 


