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New Eagle Scouts eager to try out their wings

Various works
earned Scouts
top honor

By RISA BERRIN
Harald Writer

The Eagles are soaring in
south Miami-Dade.

Edward Taylor, 17, Michael
Roche, 18, Phillip Chal. 18, and
Jon H'anl. 14, recently joined
the ranks of Eagle Scouts, the
highest rank in the BujrSmulsuf
America,

In order to become Eagle
Scouts, the bsm had to create,
organize and cxecule a service
praject.

Despite rumors he heard
about the difficulty of complet-

a final service project,
aw.u‘d Taylor, a jumior at
Christopher Columbus High
School, was determined to do it
an :

ward, who lives in West
Kendall, started a project at the
Wee Care Wildlife Rehabilita-
tion Center in Homestead, a
nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to the rehabilitation and
release of wild animals.

pmble, blilelp;n =lmsl'i:n.d i
im I wdn't i
that hard,” he said,

Edward decided to combine
his love for animals with his
e planicd » Butseutly geui

ed 2
that will be used to educale peo-
ple about native plants and ani-
mal

evaluaies a scout's record and
character in addition 1o his ser-
vice project.

After passing the review
board, there is a special cere-

mony where each boy s
inducted into the rank.

The focus of Michael Roche's
project was also the environ-
ment, Michael, who lives near
West Miami, just finished his
freshman year af the University
of Florida.

During his senjor year at
Coral Gables High School, he

helped with the renovation of

the planters at the entrance of
The Barnacle State Historic Site
in Coconut Grove.

Michael's father says he is

proud of his son’s accom-

;Eu,hmen and ﬂad he got
mvolved m Boy Scouts

“It is the kind of wg.amzatmn
that emphasizes discipline,
integrity, and positive values,”
Roche said.

‘T want to try to help younger Scouts. I also
want to continue to be involved in service

projects and camping.’

EDWARD TAYLOR,
new Eagle Scout

Phullip Chai, I8, also-of West
Kendall, helped the environ-
ment as well.

After years of imvolvement
with Habitat for Humanity,
Phillip wanted to donate his
skills to his own school, The
Le:.mmg Experience School in
Coral Gables.

“0One day his job was to lay
the sod at a Habitat for Human-
ity site,” his mother, Angela
Chai said. “It gave him the idea
for his own e Scout pro-

Local buosinesses donated
plants and materials to the pro-
i_ecl after Phillip wrote asking
or their help. With the boys in
h]s Ptu.l]lp!an the

the school bnMrnm

“I l'ulru] Iy good and excited,
like 1 want to do it all over
again,” he said,

Jon Hunt, who just finished
cighth grade at Gulliver Acad-
emy, decided to create a project
a1 the New Riviera Health

Resort because his great-grand-
mother and two great-aunts
were residents at the home for
the elderdy.

Jon bulll 4 garden that is
raised a few feet off the ground
s0 elderly residents in wheel-
chairs can touch the plants. He
also encouraged the residents to
help him when he planted the
garden.

*“The garden gives them some-
thing to do in the outdoors
rather than staying inside and
watching TY." he said.

The new Eagle Scouts say
their involvement with the orga-
nization is not ending, even
though they have achicved the

mﬂn s highest rank,
plans to assume the
role of & teacher and mentor
N hel
“I want to try to help r
Scouts. 1 n.]sunulunl 1o mﬁe
to be invalved in service pro-
jects and camping.™ he said,




