Stereo Slide Mounting Workshop

by George Themelis Oct 24, 2007

Slide Mounting at 12 simple steps:

Processing
Flatten film
Cut

Sort

1

2
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5.  Orient
6 Select mount

7 Place in mount

8 Accurate Mounting
9 Mounting Tools
10. Check

11. Finish

12. Store



. Buying Film

| buy my film from B&H and pay around $3.50-$6.00 per 36
exp roll. Fujichrome, Ektachrome, E6 film processing. ASA
100 film recommended. | personally use Fujichrome Provia
100F

. Film Cameras

Great bargains in the used market (ebay). Recently
purchased several Minolta X-series cameras with lens, flash,
for about $65. You don’t need a stereo camera to take stereo
pictures! !Stereo Realists as low as $50.

. Do it yourself?

There are a couple of places that will mount and/or process
your slide film. Locally, Dennis Petti.

| process my film at Dodd Camera and pay $8.16/roll.
Process by mail is also an option. And so is home processing

. Processing with E6 kits.

Important: Request DO NOT CUT/MOUNT

Very important! Trying to mount a curled film is a problem.
. Flatten film

1) Hang, or better 2) Reverse-roll for a couple of hours




6. Cut

You can use scissors but a film cutter will make the job faster
or more accurate. Some mounts require more accurate cuts
than others.

Choices:

1) Realist or sprocket-based cutters,

2) Friction based cutters.




7. Sort

| personally lay my film chips, in pairs, over a white piece of
paper. Others use sorting boxes (Realist made a couple)

| recommend: Cut the entire roll first, before you start

mounting!




8. Orient

Front or back? — Front is glossy (you can read numbers and
film ID OK), back (emulsion) is dull. The front should face you
when you view a slide.

Right or Left?  Five ways to tell:

1) First chip to cut is RIGHT. If you stack pairs, the top is
LEFT.

2) Higher numbers on LEFT.
3) “Witness Marks”,
4) How F/G is shifted with respect to B/G,

5) Just view it in stereo!

See how the foreground is shifted with respect to the background. Can you
tell which one is the right picture and which one is the left?

| recommend: Follow the same ROUTINE! | stack pairs as |
cut them -> front up, top is always left.




“Witness Mark” in a Stereo Realist Camera




9. Select Mount

Material Type Comments
The popular PIC-mounts have been
Cardboard Heat Seal discontinued. A 3d dealer has bought the
Inexpensive. Easy to dies. New runs in the future?
use. Not Slip-in Easy to use, but difficult to get them.
recommended for - : :
projection or Self-Stick Possible alternative to heat seal.
precision mounting. Spicer mounts made in Australia. Not
Tape-shut always in stock. Difficult to use
. Old stock found in ebay. New stock is
M EMDE becoming available by Wondervision
Precision. Clean &
sharp edges. Need Look at Ebay for old stock. New stock (Real
cover protection. Realist Vision) is becoming available by
Wondervision
Plastic Currently available in 7 different sizes, plus a
Precision/projection RBT cropping system. In my opinion, this is the

mounting. Expensive

best choice for stereo projection today.




Metrics of the Stereo Realist standard Mount




1) Center film chips in window openings.
10.Place in mount

2) Push down to eliminate slack

Two requirements:

Vertical alignment (eliminate vertical height errors
11. Accurate Mounting or rotation)

Horizontal spacing (pleasant stereo window
placement)




Horizontal Alignment —The Stereo Window

Near Object (7 feet from the Realist camera) — separated 62.2mm or equal to the spacing of the
mount openings. Viewed in stereo, this near object appears to be “at window level”

Far Object (at infinity) — separated 63.4mm. 63.4 - 62.2 = 1.2 mm of total stereoscopic deviation

If near object is separated less than the separation of the mount openings, then it will
appear in front of the stereo window

If near object is separated more than the mount of the openings, then it will appear
behind the stereo window. (Three L Rule : Left eye sees Less on Left side)




How to Control the Stereo Window in Slide Mounting

Ideal situation : Near object at 7ft, far object at infinity

No foreground : Near object further than 7ft, say 20.

Two philosophies of mounting: 1) Window mounting: Mount with near object at window level and
let infinity fall wherever it may. 2) Constant infinity mounting: Mount with far object at maximum
separation and let the near object fall wherever it may.

Too much depth : Near object closer than 7ft and infinity present.




12.Mounting Tools

CoNooOrWNE

Film cutter

Light Box

Gloves

Tweezers

Viewing aids

Mounting gauge

Mylar tape

Film brush/Compressed air
Storage/Sorting boxes (for slides)




Mounting Gauge

Horizontal lines : Used to check vertical alignment
Vertical lines : Used to set the stereo window.

Alternative to mounting gauge: Utilize the sides of a stereo mount:
Use the top and bottom edges to check vertical alignment.
Use the side edges to check the stereo window.
Use viewing aids to actually see the stereo window.




Viewing Aids

| freeview!



1. In viewer (look for vertical alignment, check window
placement)
13.Check 2. In projection (if you plan to project — align mount
openings, check alignment of image, placement of
stereo window)
Title/Notes/Date (in front)
- Red dot in lower left corner
14.Finish )
n Name (in back)
Boxes
15. Store Cases
Pages

16. Cost of film stereo

Film (36 exp): $3-$6

Film processing: $6-$10

Slide mounts (assuming 20 pairs mounted per roll):
$1-$12

Total: $10-$25 per 36 exp roll.




Mounting with RBT mounts

RBT mounts are the best choice for precise stereo mounting for stereo slide projection, especially
among beginners. Advantages:

Thick & rigid mount

Clean Edges (in projection)

No twist (rotation)

Controlled vertical adjustments
Easy horizontal adjustments
Wide variety of sizes

No tape/glue, reusable




Precision Mounting w/RBT Mounts

Vertical alignment:  Position the pin bars so there is no vertical error
Horizontal adjustment:  Slide the pin bars in their channel



RBT Mounts are great for reproducible & consistent results when mounting pictures taken
from a standard stereo camera.

For example, when mounting film chips from a Stereo Realist, if you position the pin bars
always the same way, with the same spacing (using the RBT spacer tool ), you will get
exactly the same alignment and placement of the stereo window.

The are also great for “tweaking” the stereo window  without introducing any vertical
misalignment or twist

But they are not very easy to use when trying to mount a severely misaligned pair taken, for
example, with a single hand-held camera (but no stereo mount is well-suited in this case)
The best thing to do is to forget about the pin bars and try to align the images “free hand”.
Use tape to hold them in place. A good mounting jig is a must in this case.

Disadvantages of the RBT mounts

1. Very Expensive ($0.60-0.70/piece)
2. They are NOT perfect

2a. Occasional mismatch of B&W halves
2b. Too loose or tight channels
2c. Too tight pegs that break



RBT Cropping System

RBT Pin Bar Selection




