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SIMULATED K. BRGUNCY TEST

Each year amateur radio operators, including traffic handlers
and AREC %rou , Fold a drill to test their amergencgy premarednass.
This year's "3imlated ency Test" will take place on the weck-
end of Jan 2526, ilost of the EC's in th? state are bably aware
of the simulated disaster to take place (in NNJ, at least). If not,
consact your K SEC,

Where does WJN come into the pleture? Well, how many of us
would be able to use the radio for communications in an ney
where it is the gnly means of comrunications--AND a er failure
has securred? Do we know how to operate in an orderly faskion when
the chipa are down? How long can we last under a heavy luad of
traffic during an amergency? Are the peopla that need our serwvice
aven aware that ‘e exist?

Some of these questions will be answered as we conduct our annual
SET in a counle of woeks. Although tke SET is not a contest as fuch,
we will be raoted on suck things as particination, emérgency pover,
and mublic contact, We will see our weaknesses and strengths. Thren
hopefully we ecan work to uake things better for tke following year.
laturally, I hope that we've impro over last year,

lihat are tie nlans for RJN for thkis SET? Actually no formal
nlane have bern made for NJN for this year's SET. There are a couple
of reasons for this, First, now that the daytime ITS is in opura=
tion, we're not sure of the nced for extra sessions of IIJN during
t e day (in fact, at present thers are no planned sessions of LAl op
2RN that I know of: tiiis could change, however, depending on the
volume of traffic penerated durinf the SET)., The second, of course,
is that irn any ~ral emergancy nothing is planned. {&liagg for plans
that rave oesen nade, beforekand that go into effect should a disaster
arise--1f that nakes any sense)., The point is that we don't know
when we may be 11t with a very large volume of traffic during the UET.
I therafora propose tke folluwing: The NJ Phone net will be me.ting
at 12 (noon) ard 4:30 on both days (maybe more uften depending on
traffie) on 3950, ijonitor tliese sessions for any announcement o
additional sessions of NJN thatmay be added. Chances are very good
that we'll neod extra ses:ions, because we have soma coverage as
tlat the fone net doesan't have. For gou non-fone operators, you
might find it intereating=-many of onr top-noteh CW cperators on HdJN
are quite active on fone., I further urge as many as possible to (NI
the 7 pm session of KJN Saturday night, because if we'll need extra
sessions Sune we will announce them then, plus try to get neople
to do liaison duties (tke NCS/2RI will also be true of any extra
nets announced on the phone net; ie, if an extra net is announced
on the Ftone net, you can bet that ve'll ne d people to HCS or go to
2R1). inally. there will be one session conducted on am emergency:
pover only basis, Please do not NI tiis session unless you' lave
emergency power or if WS anneounces the "pover failure" las ended.
Ine more tiing (sorry sbout that!)e=traffic shonld be handled in the
fo!lowing order: Lnergency, Priority, Q, Routine, Test Emargency,
Test Priority, Test Q, and Test toutine. ilote that actual traffic
shonld be cleared first. Also, when makidgz up messages for tie SET-
if they're "similated" messages, insert tle word "test" before the

nracadenc: and somewhere in the text, It i3 also a good idea to
vaa the handling instruetion I'XB (which is underatood to mean "ecancel
{f not deliv red by the end of the 5IT™ 4n tljs case) in the pre-
ambles, Tris will eliminate muchk of the large volumes of SET trafiie
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ilore information regarding NJN's role during the BET will
be made available durmsﬂt-he waek preceeding the drill, probably
in the form of UNC's. ¥?

2VE war

At the annual NJI! eonfab held in liovember, it was decided that
an award would be given annually to the iurscm who has done the be:t
job on NJM during the preceeeding year, in honor of the late WB2VLJ.
In this wiy we are annouragigf the uppgrading of operating  rocedure,
reliabilicy, and usefulness net menbers.,

Unformmatralg at this time I am not aware of any nominations
for this award, It be apatiiy, because I know there are a num-
ber uf people on the net who vo q £fy. e are therefors re-
questing tiat nominations be submitted f'or this award to the net nmgr.
Tlease fwe tha matter some thaufht and make your nominations as soon
an npossible. (Rules for eligiHlity are in the Dege bulletinj/
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Recently I have received a mumber of letters sugresting that thre
subject ¢f accuracy be discussed. How many times kave you received a
maseage for delivery withk the wrung telephune number or misspelled
names or streets or garbled texts” iedl, if you liandle much trafrie,
you will »robably run into this quite a bit, unfurtuaately. True,
it 1s good if you can receive a message pe_rfact.ly the first time with-
out any fills; liowever, to W3L a message when you're unsure about
any part of it is slonpy ummt.ing. I'm sura that most operators
rave NSL'd for a message that they vere unsure of at some time (I
defy ne to be nerfectl), but the point is that this practice
stould be avoided, You will not be looked upon as a LID if you
have to nsk for a Till, but one e¢an get a remtation for garbling

measa @s,...and taia does fall into tue same category as tlie rep-
utation of an I Aleop club mamber]
Deliverics

nee again, I fe-1l tlat the skoleton of message delivery shkould
be brought up arain...primarily that of messiges that no one can de-
liver toll-freec. I (and aprarently others) Lave always been under
the impres-ion that customary nractice on NJI was to give tlhe station
noarest t e ndiress the message to mail or telenlone in at a small
toll (10 -ents or something). Iaybe it's a sigh of the lonsy times
and sconciny, but it se ms tiiere have haon an awful lot of refusals
on this racently. I have personally mailced quite a lot of messages
(trhose tlat I was umable to deliver by nlione mainlyeevie have fre:
ntone service hera! s0 I'm not including what would ordinarily bde a
toll call) and don't feel it's that much of a burden. Thosa that
say they are out of stamnge-ire tiey i'sally "allenrepared trifiie
handlers? It's no n1se to relay a nessage acro s the country if wien
it gets to I it pgeta canned because no cne can afford a dimel I'd
really arnraciate some feedback on 4lkis subject (BOTIl SIDES, pleasa).
imybe bet er recruiting of new merbers Would solve the probi
Lat's give tie matter some tlought...
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