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Saturday-Sunday, 4-5 Sept.



This is the Albani Hotel, where we stayed.  A great 
location, in the city center about a 30 minute walk from 
the historical district.  We were pleased with the hotel, 
and if we have the good fortune to return to Rome for an 
extended stay we’ll give it serious consideration.



Ristorante Mino, where we had 
dinner Saturday evening with the 
tour group. 



This is, of course, the Coliseum.  We visited it Sunday morning with the tour group and a local guide.  
I was amazed by how much of the Coliseum is still intact.  They don’t build stadiums like this 
anymore…



These are ruins of  the “gladiator pool” just outside the Coliseum.  Those gladiators fortunate enough 
to have survived their contests jumped into the pool to wash off the blood and filth.  Must have been 
one happy pool!



St. Peter’s Square, as viewed from the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica.  We visited here Sunday, shortly 
after noon.  The Pope was away, and the mass he celebrated was carried on large-screen TV in the 
square.



Wow, they really have these Swiss 
guard guys.  This one was guarding 
the entrance to a parking lot next to 
St. Peter’s Basilica.  No doubt 
parking is a high-value commodity 
around there. 




