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Speed Up your computer! 2009 03 
 

If you have a Microsoft Windows PC, you probably have noticed your computer takes 
longer and longer to start up. What is the cause of this slowness? Over the years you 
probably have install numerous software. Some software is started up automatically every 
time you start the computer without you 
knowing. Take a look at your task 
manager; do you recognize all these 
process that’s running on your PC?  

 
Each and every one of these 

processes takes up CPU time and Memory. 
There are some processes that are 
essential to the PC’s operation, while 
others may be unnecessary or may even 
be malware. How do you figure out which 
ones you can safely turn off? 

 
If you have Windows XP, go to 

START, RUN, and type in 
MSCONFIG. Windows Vista, type 
"msconfig" in the search box. In 
the Startup Tab, you will see a 
list of processes that 
automatically starts when you 
start the computer. Since most of 
us are not computer experts, 
how do we know which one to 
keep and which one to turn off?   

 
Google is our friend. For 

example, I did a search for 
igfxtray. I found it is a non-
essential system process. Unless 
you are a computer graphic 
artist, you probably won’t be 
changing any graphics chipset settings. You can turn it off. Go through the list, and 
determine what 
is essential, and 
what is not. Don’t 
worry about 
messing up, you 
can ALWAYS 
undo by re-click 
the check box. When you restart the computer, there will be a message stating you have 
used msconfig to change the start up configuration. Click through the steps. 

 
Turning off unnecessary process, should, help speeding up your PC. However, don’t 

forget to defrag your hard drive and do regular back up to external hard drives! 


