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Simple and efficient guidelines for doing ordinary things, leaving more time for fun!

April 22 is Earth Day. Not only should we conserver natural resources, we also need to
dispose of our computer gears properly. If you have purchased or thinking about purchasing

a new PC, What would you do with the old?

Well, you can give them away, recycle them with your new computer’s, or you can use

them for non-essential tasks.

If you are giving your computer
away, make sure you erase all
your personal data first. Deleting
the files and emptying the Recycle
Bin is not enough. A determined
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datg thief_can bring your data back j
to life easily. =
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If you use Windows XP, you can =
. . . [

use the build-in Da_lta Encryption -~
option. By encrypting, then A
deleting the files, no one can read g
your data. With identity theft on =
the rise, this is a small step to take j

to help protect your self. Read ‘;: iy
more about safe disposal of your ;::

old computer equipment.
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File Folder

E Choose the settings you want For this Folder .
General i i
| Shaning I LEEslomiz l . ‘When you apply these changes you will be asked if you want the
. changes to affect all subfolders and files as well. !
’J IBusiness i
Archive and Index attributes
Type: File Falder I Folder is ready for archiving
v ) ) ) ; )
Losation: C\Documents and Se |+ For Fast searching, allow Indexing Service to indesx this folder
Size: 224 MB (235,554,739 Compress of Encrypt attributes
Sige on disk: 228 MB (233,251,436 [ Compress conkents ko save disk space
Cantains: 1,606 Files, 193 Folder | | ¥ Encrypr confents to secire data Details |
Created: Friday, March 09, 2007 oK I Cancel |
Attributes: " Read-only [
I™ Hidden
ok | Cancel | Apply 357 KB |—_1

(http://tech.msn.com/securitv/article.asp;?cp—docun;entid;2167675)

If you are looking to buy a new computer, most companies have recycling programs. Most
of these programs are similar, as an example; check out Apple’s web site.
(http://www.apple.com/environment/recycling/). Some States, such as Virginia

(http://www.deq.virginia.gov/ecycling/collections.html ) and Wisconsin

(http://www.wastecapwi.org/computerrecyclers.htm ) have Government sponsored

recycling programs and events. These programs are mostly concerned with the old CRT type
monitors (TVs too). You can do a Google search or try
Earth911 (http://www.earth911.org/usa/master.asp ) to

find local e-Recycler.

If you are disposing of your computer, make sure you
encrypt then delete your personal data on the hard drive.

You can find other uses for your older computers. Laptop’s
small size and crisp LCD screen is perfect for displaying
digital pictures. Use the screen saver to display all your

pictures!

Here are some other ideas, some are more *

‘geeky” than

others.....
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Display Properties

Themes | Desktop  Screen Saver |Appearance| Settings I

~ Screen zaver

Wwindows =P ﬂ Settings Preview
[Mone]
a0 FlowerBox ume, password protect
L_{3D Flying Objects
—|3D0 Pipes
3D Text

Bezirs power zettings and save energy,

Elank

Power... |

Cancel |

L b pstify
= |Starfield
Wwindows <P
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Apply |
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(http://government.hp.com/taw_detail.asp?fid=87&agencyid=1)

I use my old laptop as a print server so | can print wirelessly to my 12 year old HP LaserJet.
Next Month, we will discuss how to speed up your Windows XP PCs.
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