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|DEAN SENDS X-MAS GREETINGS |

Avoiding the use of
“eschewing” for one
straight year!

erry Christmas to you and yours. | hope
this holiday season finds everyone happy
and hedthy.

Christmas is approaching like ahurtling meteor that will
extingush all life on this planet as we know it. Then, on
some long distant day in the unimaginable future dter the
cockroadhes have adtieved sentience, one of their noted
archeologists will uneath a mpy of this newdletter. After
laborious yeas of effort they will eventually trandate it
and it won't make ay more sense to them than it makesto
you. Please keep thisin mind as you read this newdletter.

Asmost of you are dready well aware, thisyea has been a
pretty tough one. On the first day of February | was at
work in Misgon Control when the spaceshuttle Columbia
broke up over North Texas taking the lives of the seven
astronauts on board. Not knowing any members of the
crew particularly well made it lessof a blow to me than to
others, but it still wasn't al that essy to ded with what had
happened. Since that day a lot of work has been done to
not only determine what happened, but to ensure that when
we return to flight we'll do so safely - I’'m looking forward
to that day.

My Dad would have been 69 yeas old this last August. |
say “would have” since he passed away in July. While it
isn't the kind of thing you can ever redly be ready for it
wasn't atotal surprise & his hedth had been in dedine for
the last several yeas. One comfort | did have isthat | was
able to be there before he died but asis generaly the cae |
regret that | didn't spend more time with him over the
yeas.

But that's enough sad events for this newsletter. Not
becaise | don't think they’re not important or the kinds of
things that | should cover in this annual maili ng, but rather
that pretty much sums up items of that nature for the yea.
And after all, who redly expeds me to be somber
throughout one of these newdletters?

Like Dean even
remembers what
snow lookslike

JUST IN CASE YOU HAVEN'T SEEN
ENOUGH SNOW YET THIS YEAR!

When it comes down to it, other than that there redly
isn't much to tell. Oh sure, | did get out of town a few
times, a few people have visited from out of town, and
there’s even been a wuple of parties at my house, but you
get enough of that sort of crap from other Christmas
newsletters. Just substitute names and locaions as you
see fit from those other letters you've recaved and that
should give you at least a rough idea of what | may or
may not have been wp to thisyea.

Normally 1'd be wrapping this thing y around this point,
but | just redized | do have an additional somber fad to
relate. As you may have guesed from the subtle dues
that | didn't provide I'm about to turn 40. Whether this
event will be commemorated in any way shape or form
has not been determined as of yet but you can rest asaured
that | will i ndeed be another yea older. Maybe.

However, if | were to write some angry screed about the
inevitable march of time you'd probably find it at:

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/Dean_L enort/homepage.htm

So to the mckroades of the future, this douldn’t be
taken as a typicd newsletter but rather as one of the best
ever creaged. Well at least | think so. But redly, it ismy
sincere hope that this holiday season is agood ane full of
funand chee for you and yours.

Dean




