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Grand Knights Report 

The Council is continuing its good works in our local communities. 

The Tootsie Roll Drive was another big success this year as just over $ 17,000 was raised by the Council for 

special need children.  Thanks to Dave Breen and 100 brothers who participated in this major effort.  A TRD 

Wrap Up was given at the Oct Social Mtg. to our members, indicating where the money came from, and what 

grants we have received for local special needs children. 

 

The Installation ceremony on 29 Sep 07, immediately following the 4 PM Mass at St. Mary Church, was a 

colorful and rewarding time.  Fr. Donohoe, pastor, gave a very favorable talk about the Knights at the Mass.   

Steve Brenner, our DD, presided over the Installation Ceremony, and was assisted by a 4th Degree Honor 

Guard.  A very nice turkey dinner was enjoyed by all. 

 

Fran Burke is our new Membership Chairman and Richard Curtis is our new Retention Chairman.   We need 

new members and ask all brothers to recruit their friends, neighbors, relatives to our very active Council.  See 

separate article on the “Power of Ten” Program to be instituted by our Council.  

 

The Council annual budget of $ 9,450.00 was approved at the October Business meeting. 

 

In November, we have Special Needs Bowling, Christmas card sales, and the Charity Night at our November 

Social Meeting. Please support these activities. 

 

May all your accounts, including the one with the Good Lord, always be in balance. 
 

PAUL RIGAZIO 
(pauljrigazio@gmail.com.) 

 

“There is no doubt that following Christ is no easy undertaking.  Indeed, Christian ethics point to an arduous 

path and invite us to enter by the narrow gate the one that alone leads to true life.”    Pope John Paul II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

YOUR BILL FOR MEMBERSHIP IS INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER. 

Knights of Columbus 
BISHOP RUOCCO COUNCIL, No. 9275 

Post Office Box 65 

Chelmsford, Massachusetts  01824-0065 

http://chelmsfordkofc.home.att.net 

2007-2008 Council Officers 

Grand Knight – Paul Rigazio   ***   Deputy Grand Knight – Adam Heroux   ***   Chaplains – Fr. Ventura & Fr. White   
Chancellor – Eugene Bartos   *** Financial Secretary - David Breen *** Warden – Jason Monahan   ***   Recorder – Fran Burke 

Treasurer – Charles Carroll *** Advocate - Thomas Kelley *** Inside Guard - Joseph MacShane *** Outside Guard - Gerald Curtin 
Lecturer - Michael Mancini *** 3rd year Trustee – Harold Coughlin *** 2nd year Trustee – Richard Curtis *** 1st year Trustee – Anthony Cotroneo 
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Schedule Change!!! 

Don’t forget!!  The collation will be served at 7 PM and the meeting will begin at 7:30.  If you are not hungry, or have dinner at home; 

just show up at the usual time of 7:30 PM and the meeting will start.  If you are hungry and coming directly from work, this will allow 

you to eat something at a reasonable time.  (If you are not hungry, you can still show up at 7 and hang out with everyone) 

 

Upcoming Events 

Nov 4 Special Needs Bowling   Nov 24-25 Sell Christmas Cards at churches 

Nov 12 Business Meeting      Nov 26 Social Meeting @ St. Anne Church (Charity night)                                                                                    

   

Tootsie Roll Drive ï Success! 

The council enjoyed another terrific year of fundraising.  We grossed $17,195 and after expenses we will turn in 

$16,396!!!  These are extraordinary numbers!  100 people worked over 300 hours to accomplish this.  Give 

yourself a round of applause for all the work you did.  Now, the important thing is to get some of these funds 

into the hands of the people that need it most.  In the last five years we have brought over $31k back into this 

community.  If you know anyone who has a need, please contact any officer in the council.   

 

Sick, Vigil and Congratulations by Gene Bartos, Chancellor 
For those who are sick or in distress, please remember that you are in our prayers at each meeting and in the 

private prayers of our hearts. Please pray for the following brothers and their families and caregivers Paul 

Barker, Barbara Bartos (wife of Gene Bartos), Tom Canelas, Sr., Linda Costanzo (wife of Larry Costanzo), Bob 

Dzuris, George Goguen, Ray Kelly, Richard Lindsey, Bob Wheeler, Gillian Aubut (wife of William Aubut), 

Robert Moore, Theresa Goodwin (wife of Ray Goodwin), Rev Francis B Leonard, George Stevenson, Angela 

Butt (daughter of Al Hanley), Richard Kelleher (son of Tom Kelleher).  If you know of a brother knight or 

family member who would like to be included in our prayers, please contact one of the individual below. Also, 

we would like to know any births, wedding and deaths so that we may respond appropriately. Please inform 

Gene Bartos (farmergb@aol.com), Barry Bell (kofcnews@yahoo.com) or Armand DiLando 

(adilando@comcast.net). 

 

2008 Entertainment Books 

Nelson McCarthy announced that the 2008 Edition of the Entertainment Book is now available and for sale as a 

fundraiser for Buildings & Grounds.  You can call Nelson at to order one or see him at a meeting. 
 

Memorial Mass 

The annual Memorial Mass for reposed members of the Bishop Ruocco Council will be celebrated at 11 AM 

on Sunday, December 30th, at Saint Catherine's Parish in Westford.  Knights who are members of St. 

Catherine's, and who would like to serve as lay ministers (lector, EME, usher, etc.) should contact either Dick 

Curtis (Dick.Curtis@hp.com) or Denise at the parish offices.  She tells me that they do have people scheduled 

for that Mass, but that some of them may have other plans for that weekend. 

  

100 Club Winners 
Here are the grand prize winners for the year.  Congrats to all!  Ray Goodwin $200; Joe Morabito $300 and 

Barry Bell $500. 
 

Special Needs Bowling - November 4th, 1-3 PM / Collins in Billerica   
Note to all new brother Knights, for a short 2 hours, you to help out at this great charity event.  Your reward 

will be a lot of smiles, laughter and of course a piece of pizza.  You will really enjoy helping these children and 

giving their parents a break. Call and volunteer to help (Ken Desilets PGK) 

 

mailto:farmergb@aol.com
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mailto:adilando@comcast.net
mailto:Dick.Curtis@hp.com


 

Vol. 22 Issue No. 3 ï Page 3                         Knight Reader                                     November 2007 

 

Bill, Bills & One More Bill By Dave Breen 

Membership dues are due by December 15, since you need your membership card to attend any meeting after 

January 1, 2008.  I plan to distribute the membership cards at the Yankee Swap on December 10.  Hope to see 

you there.  If not, I will mail the remaining membership cards shortly thereafter.  Our Council has a grand total 

of 218 members.  After accounting for 14 inactive insurance members, 11 priests, 10 honorary lifetime 

members, 1 honorary member and 1 disabled member there are 181 paying customers.  The honorary members 

only pay the supreme and state fees.  For each honorary and paying member the Council annually distributes 

$3.50 and $1.00 to the Supreme Council to cover per capita assessment and catholic advertising, respectively.  

The Massachusetts State Council per capita assessment is $7.75.  Thus, only $17.75 of your $30.00 dues 

payment remains within our Council.  These dues are the major source of funding that supports our Council’s 

budget.  The bills will be issued as part of the November, December & January newsletter. 
 

Having Difficulty paying Dues? 

There are two methods of remaining a Knight in Good Standing if you are having difficulty in paying your 

annual dues. 

1 Dues may be waived by the Officers Board for the current year.  The extenuating circumstances 

for which the board has waived dues in the past include:  illness, out of work, military service, 

and seminarian.  The council still pays State and Supreme assessments and Catholic advertising. 

2 Supreme will waive dues for knights who qualify for Disability Status.  Two items, a brief letter 

from a doctor (or professional care giver) confirming the disability and a short form must be 

submitted to Supreme through the Financial Secretary.  This is a one time submittal for the 

knight but the Financial Secretary confirms the Disability Status annually.  Both State and 

Supreme fees are waived. 

Contact Dave Breen – dlbreen@comcast.net or 5 Hearthstone Rd, Westford 
 

Power of Ten Program 

The Council will be starting a Power of Ten Program to invigorate our current membership.  About twenty 

Council members will become Captains, and be assigned ten members in their area to keep in touch with every 

few months.  The Captains will encourage their team members to attend our meetings & events, recruit new 

members, advise of sickness and/or need for prayers, and support our overall activities.   Dick Curtis, a PGK, 

will chair this program.   
 

Scholarship Awards 

Scholarship awards are available for any member or relative of a member entering a Catholic College or 

University for the 2007-2008 school year.  Applications for the Massachusetts State Council K of C Catholic 

College Scholarships must be received by April ???, 2007.  Applications are available from Dave Breen, 

(dlbreen@comcast.net). 
 

Knight Notes 

Kudos’ to Mike O’Malley - a relatively new member to the council; not only did Mike work hard on the soccer 

challenge last month, he also signed up to be a part of our world class degree team.  Mike was part of the First 

Degree that took place in October.  He is a good example to new and veteran brothers on how to get involved.  

Remember, you will only get out of Knighthood what you put into it.  As mentioned at the social meeting, 

please bring a canned food item to the November business meeting to be donated to the Westford food 

pantry located in the basement of the Cameron Senior Center.  Please start brainstorming and saving your 

$$.  The social event of the year is right around the corner….yes, it’s almost Yankee Swap time.  December 10 

will be the night.  More info in next issue- but mark it on your calendar now! The next issue will be published in 

early December.  Please send any articles for the next issue to Armand DiLando at adilando@comcast.net no 

later than November 15.  
 

May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith, and may charity be the root and foundation of our life.  Eph 3:17 

mailto:dlbreen@comcast.net
mailto:adilando@comcast.net


 
Date Day Event  Date Day Event 

       

03-Jul-07    Tues July 4th  Booth  14-Jan-08 Mon Business Meeting 

04-Jul-07    Wed July 4th  Parade &  Booth  19-Jan-08 Sat Youths' Free Throw Contest 

09-Jul-07    Mon Business Meeting  27-Jan-08 Sun Recruitment Drive at Churches 

    Mon Social Meeting       annulled in July  28-Jan-08 Mon Social Meeting  --  Super Bowl 

       

       

03-Aug-07     Sat Local Priests Social     @  St Johns     

12-Aug-07 Sun Special Needs Fair  9/10 Feb Sat Bottle Drive - St. Mary's 

13-Aug-07  Mon Business Meeting  11-Feb-08 Mon Business Meeting 

18/19 Aug Sat/Sun Bottle Drive - St. Mary's         TBA Sat Ham  &  Bean  Supper   St. John 

 Mon Social Meeting   annulled in August  25-Feb-08 Mon Social Meeting            Sal's Pizza  

       

       

10-Sep-07 Mon Business Meeting      TRD Kickoff     

16-Sep-07 Sun Family Picnic @ St. John's   10-Mar-08 Mon Business Meeting 

17-Sep-07 Mon TRD - Golf Tournament  ? 15 March Sat Boston Catholic Men's conference 

21-Sep-07 Fri St. Anne's  - Golf Tournament  23-Mar-08 Sun Easter Sunday 

22/23 Sep Sat/Sun Tootsie Roll Drive - Churches  24-Mar-08 Mon Social Meeting -- Member Roast 

23-Sep-07 Sat/Sun Recruitment Drive           TBA  Mass for the Unborn 

23-Sep-07 Sun Soccer  tournament  29-Mar-08 Sat Anniversary Dinner     

24-Sep-07 Mon St. John Golf Tournament  30-Mar-08 Sun Special Needs Bowling part 2 

27-Sep-07 Mon Social Meeting -- Open House     

29-Sep-07 Sat Installation Mass & Ceremony   4 PM at St Mary    

30-Sep-07 Sun Pro Life Mass  -  Worcester  KofC   4PM in Worcester   

       

       

07-Oct-07 Sun Tootsie Roll Drive - Stores  05-Apr-08 Sat Anniversary Dinner     

08-Oct-07 Mon Columbus Day  12/13 Apr Sat/Sun Bottle Drive - St. Mary's 

08-Oct-07 Mon Business Meeting        14-Apr-08 Mon Business Meeting - nominations 

11-Oct-07 Thur Tootsie Roll Drive - Stores  28-Apr-08 Mon Social Mtg -- Evening of Reflection 

12-Oct-07 Fri Tootsie Roll Drive - Stores         TBA Sat Local Priests Social          @  St Johns 

13-Oct-07 Sat TRD - Stores/Wrapup         TBA  Communion Breakfast @ St. Catherine's 

05-Oct-07 Fri TRD - Chelmsford Football game     

05-Oct-07 Fri TRD - Westford Football game      

20-Oct-07 Sat Mass for the Unborn -- St. John's, 9 AM   

21-Oct-07 Sun Ladies Luncheon     

22-Oct-07 Mon Social Meeting -- TRD Wrapup     

27/28 Oct Sat/Sun Bottle Drive - St. Mary's     

       

       

04-Nov-07 Sun Special Needs Bowling          TBA   Sat Blue Mass for Police/Firemen 

12-Nov-08 Mon Business Meeting  12-May-08 Mon Business Meeting - nominations 

? 17/18 Nov  Sat/Sun Christmas Card Sales  26-May-08 Mon Memorial Day 

26-Nov-08 Mon Social Meeting --   27-May-08 Tue Social Meeting -- Game Night 

  Charity  Night  @  St. Anne Church     

       

       

8/9 Dec Sat/Sun Bottle Drive - St. Mary's     

8 or 15 Dec Sun Childrens Christmas Party       

10-Dec-07 Mon Business Meeting - Yankee Swap  09-Jun-08 Mon Business Meeting -- Elections 

15-Dec-07 Sat Wreath Saturday  @ Nat'l Cemetary   23-Jun-08 Mon Social Meeting -- Changing of Guard 

24-Dec-07 Mon Social Meeting  annulled in December     

25-Dec-07 Tues Christmas Day     "The Fourth of July is right around the corner!" 

30-Dec-07 Sun Memorial Mass  03-Jul-08 Thur Booth setup/op'n (Chelmsford Common) 

    04-Jul-08 Fri Parade, booth operation, booth teardown 



 

 

                          YOUR BILL FOR MEMBERSHIP  

       

           

Dear Brother Knight, 

 

 Your bill for Membership Dues for 2008 is presented below.  In order to save money on postage the bill 

has been included in the November newsletter. 

 

 Typically, at our November social meeting the council donates from $600 to $1500 to charities like Life 

Links, House of Hope, The Paul Center and KIDS Inc.  So that we can continue this tradition, could you help 

support our charitable efforts by donating $5,  $10,  $25, or other amount to the Bishop Ruocco Council Charity 

Fund? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Billing Date:  November 1, 2007    Make Check Payable To: 

Due Date: January 1, 2008     Bishop Ruocco Council #9275 K of C 

 

        Send Payment To: 

         David L. Breen, FS 

         5 Hearthstone Road 

         Westford, MA 01886 

         dlbreen@comcast.net 

          

 

Detail of Charges 

 Annual Dues for 2008    30.00 

       _____ 

 Subtotal     30.00 

 

 Voluntary Contribution to Charity Fund?   (             ) 

       _____ 

 Total              (             ) 

 

 

Do you want to receive the newsletter by email?   

 EMAIL ADDRESS:  ____________________________ PHONE #:  _________________ 

 

See you at Special Needs Bowling on November 4. 

Come to the Yankee Swap on December 10. 
 
 

 
 

 


