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The Fort  Adams Trust  is pleased t o invi te your un it  t o part icipate in one of t he 
most  unique and reenact ing events t hat  wi ll  t ake place in  New England t h is 
summer. Fort  Adams is t he largest  fort ification in  t he United St ates and was 
armed and garrisoned during t he Civil  War t o protect  Narragansett  Bay from 
Rebel  incursion, and also serving as a t raining center for Union regiments.  
 
Over t he past  several years, several  hist orically sign i ficant port ions of t he fort  
have been met icu lously rest ored, and wi l l be used as part  of t he 2009 Fort  
Adam s Civi l  W ar  W eek end. Th is year’s event  is designed t o offer reenact ors 
act ivi ties and faci l it ies t hat  are on ly available at  Fort  Adams. High lights of t he 
weekend wi l l  include: 
 

�  Opport un i t y for t wo Federal  companies t o garrison the newly rest ored 
barracks. The facil it y al lows reenact ors t o experience l iving hist ory in  an 
aut hent ic 19th cent ury sett ing and feat ures period bunks and barrack 
furn i t ure. It  also boast s a mess hall  and funct ion ing ki t chen wit h  
aut hent ic period cast i ron stove (and concealed sink and refrigerator). 
Regist ration for t his area wil l  be fi rst -come, fi rst -served.  

 
Restored B arr acks Bunk Room 

 
�  Several  rooms in  t he ornate Officer’s Quarters area wil l  be st abi lized for 

habi t at ion by t he garrison Headquarters, officers sleeping rooms. 
 
�  A sect ion of t he Officer’s Quarters wil l  be st abi lized for use by civi lian 

reenact ors as “Main St reet” for t he Town of Unit y, and use of t he rooms 
for post office, merchants, sh ipping agents and ot her uses. 

 



�  The restored Nort h Casemates wil l  be used for a dance and social  on 
Sat urday n ight  and for a series of lect ures on period topics (we welcome 
part icipat ion from reenact ors) during t he days on Sat urday and Sunday.  

 
�  The Fort ’s massive (11 acre) defensive outerworks have been cleared of 

brush and invasive veget at ion after decades of neglect . Wi t h t he 
in terlocking fields of fi re now clear, t he Fort  Adams Trust  is wi ll ing to 
al low reenactors t o hold a t act ical  scenario (open on ly t o reenact ors and 
closed t o t he publ ic) as part  of t he Civi l  War Weekend. Th is is a very 
un ique opport un it y t o underst and how t he complex land defenses 
funct ion in  Th i rd System forts, and t o be part  of a recreat ed assaul t and 
defense of t hose works. 

 
�  The large, grassy, six-acre Parade ground wi l l  be used for t he tent  camp 

areas, as well  as close order and ski rmish dri l ls, ball  games, and 
ski rmishes. 

 
�  Reenact ors wil l  have t he on ly access to t he four new bat hrooms inside 

t he Fort , whi le t he publ ic wil l  be using t he Visi tor’s Center outside t he 
wal ls of the Fort . 

 
�  On-si te water and fi rewood wi ll  be provided, at  a close dist ance t o the 

t ent  areas. Hay for horses wi l l also be provided. 
 

�  The Fort ’s original Redoubt  Jai l  is being rest ored and wi l l  open th is 
spring, including four jai l  cel ls from t he 1860s. Th is wil l  be t he set ting 
for a period court  mart ial  and imprisonment . 

 
 

Fort Adams Red oubt J ail  



 
Th is wi ll  be a un ique opport un i t y for Civi l War reenact ors (and t hei r fami l ies) 
from t he nort heast  t o completely immerse t hemselves in  an original  19th 
cent ury mi l it ary set ting. A tent at ive schedule for t he weekend, as well  as a 
regist rat ion materials are avai lable at  t he ev ent  websi t e at  
www.f or t adams.or g. We hope t hat  you and your un i t  wi ll  part icipate. 

For  m or e in f or m at ion , or  t o  r egist er  f or  t he Ju l y 18-19 Fort  Adams Civ i l  
War  Week en d, con t act  Rob M cCor m ack  at  r m ccor m ack @fort adams.or g  

 
Fort Adams in 1864 

 
 
The Fort is operat ed by the Fort Adams Trust, a non-profit organization dedicat ed 
to supporting the st abil ization, restor ation, maint enance, and oper ation of Fort 
Ad ams as a h istoric site. The Trust has a f ul l  time prof essional  st aff of three w ho 
special ize in running large scale events at t he Fort. Their expertise in promotion 
and herit age touris m resul ts in thous ands of visitors w ho visit the fort.  
 


