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Dear Southern NY Branch members, 
 

Congratulations to Sue McLain who has been chosen our 
“Woman of Achievement” for this year.  Sue has been active 
in our Branch from the time she joined AAUW in 1999 and 
promptly started work on our Web Site.  A job we have not 
let her give up.  She is continually chronicling our activities 
with her wonderful photographs.  As if that wasn’t enough 
she also does the Educational Foundation Chair position for 
the Branch and still finds time to be on the Town of Union 
Planning Board.  Please join us on November 12 at the 
Status of Women Council Woman of Achievement Dinner to 
cheer Sue on, and tell everyone how proud we are to have 
this talented woman as a member of our Branch! 
  

Sue’s talents were evident at our first meeting.  Our speaker, 
Nancy Mion, was setting up her computer for a power point 
presentation, but could not get a signal to the projector.  Af-
ter much direction reading and wire adjusting, we called on 
Sue.  She looked at the wires, looked at the keyboard, said 
“Let’s try this,” hit two buttons, and the program started.  
Nancy and I felt very technology challenged as we agreed 
Sue was definitely a Woman of Achievement!  Nancy’s 
power point presentation inspired us all to get out the vote 
and work for pay equity in NY state.  Naturally, before we 
left, we all put pen to post card urging the Senate to pass bill 
S3936, the NYS Fair Pay Act.  As usual the food was excel-
lent and our Educational Foundation 50th Anniversary cake 
was scrumptious!  The interest groups presented their calen-
dars and programs for the year.  It looks like another exciting 
year is under way! 
 

It didn’t take long to get exciting.  Our Applefest Book Sale 
was a rousing success – we made over a thousand dollars!  
The weather was beautiful.  The crowd was steady and con-
tinual all day.  Our voter registration table was also very 
busy.  So thank you, thank you to all who donated books, 
sorted books, and helped on Saturday.   
 

Well, when we finally saw all the changes to the AAUW As-
sociation Bylaws, there were some changes that will affect 
our branch.  The proposed change in membership require-
ments would allow anyone who believes in our mission state-
ment to join whether they have a degree or not.  The other 
thing affecting us is how dues are collected.  Individuals 
would send their dues directly to the Association and the As-
sociation would then return our portion of the dues to us.  
Evidently so many people commented on the dues require-
ment that the Association has already said it would be volun-
tary not mandatory that dues be sent directly to Washington.  
The convention in St. Louis on June 26-28, 2009 should be 
very interesting. 

Presidential Council                                                       
Mitzi Manning,  Ruth Allstadt, Jan Cattarin                                                      

    

 Tuesday, October 21, 2008 
 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 
 

Place: Union Endicott High School 
 

Program 
Debate between  
John Bernardo,  

incumbent Union Supervisor, Republican 
and the challenger,  

James Testani, Democrat 
 

     *********************************** 

Unfortunately our scheduled program has had to be         
CANCELLED due an unforeseen conflict.  Ms Bendz,   
Retired Senior Location Executive at IBM Endicott,  will 
present THE GLASS CEILING, THE MYTHS AND       
REALITIES OF ITS   EXISTENCE, on a future date.     
She will also describe her new initiative in support of girls 
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 
careers.  
 

In the meantime, we suggest you attend the meeting  
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Broome 
and Tioga County.   

Cheryl Papa, Betty Sabo, Program VP’s 

APPLEFEST THANK YOU 
 

We had a wonderful day on Saturday, September 20, at 
our Book Sale at Applefest. The weather was perfect 
and so many members of the community were waiting 
for us. It seems we have become a most anticipated 
participant at Apple Fest. This year was our 15th year at 
Applefest!   We had a Voter Registration table set up 
and spoke to many interested people.  
 

Considering that our prices were so reasonable our 
profit is quite remarkable. We broke a record last year 
at $800 and this year after paying $20 for our spot on 
the avenue we made $1,205!! 
 

A sincere thank you to all who donated books, sorted 
before the sale and those who worked at the sale.   
 

Lu Anechiarico, Rosalyn and Dick Anechiarico, Jan    
Cattarin, Suzy Conmy, Eileen Cooley, Mildred and Tom 
DeWitt, Peggy Galkowski, Ruth and Jim Giese, Cathy 
McGowan, Sue McLain, Sandy Migliore, Cheryl and 
Greg Papa, Margherita Rossi, Barbara Schmidt, Donna    
Spearman and of course Don Manning for our charming 
and functional Book Mobile! 

 

Mitzi Manning, Betty Sabo - Book Sale Co Chairs 
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 SAVE THE DATE 
 

     Branch Meeting  - Saturday,            
     December 6, Binghamton Club.          
     Holiday Luncheon. 

 
OCTOBER CALENDAR 

District Meeting  – Saturday,      
October  4.   Oneida, New York. 
 

Out to Lunch – Wednesday,      
October 8.   Meet at 11:30 AM at 
Cena's Bistro, 201 Oakdale Road, 

Johnson City.  Call Karen Galli  if you plan to attend. 
 

Night at the Movies  – Monday, October 20.   
Please call Jan Cattarin  or Rosalyn Anechiarico  af-
ter the movie section of   the newspaper comes out 
on the previous Thursday for this month's movie 
choice and time.  Join us for dinner and a movie. 
 

Branch Meeting  – Tuesday, October 21.    See    
details in Briefs.  See Page 1. 
 

Current Books  – Thursday, October 23.   Meet at 
7:00 PM at the home of Nancy Kuehnemund, Suz-
anne Erle and Pamela Riddleburger will lead the dis-
cussion of The Book Thief by Markus Zusak.    
 

Daytime Books/Modern Literature  – Tuesday,   
October 28.  Meet at 10:00 AM at the Vestal Library. 
We will discuss Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa 
Lahiri.  
 

Film Discussion Group  – Thursday, October 30.  
Art Mission Theater.  Details TBA.  Chair Mildred 
DeWitt     

 
NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

Out to Lunch – Wednesday,                
November 5.   Meet at 11:30 AM at The 
Red Lobster Restaurant, 1200 Vestal Park-
way, Vestal.  Call Karen  if you plan to at-
tend. 
 

Branch Meeting  – Thursday, November 6.   See details in 
Briefs.  Page 3. 
 

Monday at the Museum  - November 10, 6 PM Forgotten     
Feminist: Matilda Joslyn Gage,(1826-1898), Dr. Sally 
Roesch Wagner.  Free to the public. Phelp’s Mansion  
 

Status of Women Dinner  – Wednesday, November 12.   
Owego Treadway Inn. 
 

Night at the Movies  – Monday, November 17.   Please 
call Jan Cattarin  or Rosalyn Anechiarico after the movie 
section of the newspaper comes out on the previous Thurs-
day for this month's movie choice and time.  Join us for din-
ner and a movie. 
 

Film Discussion Group  – Tuesday, November 18.  Art 
Mission Theater.  Details TBA.  Chair Mildred DeWitt     
 

Daytime Books/Modern Literature  – Tuesday,            
November 25.  Meet at 10:00 AM at the Vestal Library. We 
will discuss Broken by William Cope Moyers.  
 

Current Books  – Thursday, December 4.   Meet at 7:00 
PM at the home of Kathy and Mary Rezeski,  3 Terrace 
Drive, Apalachin.  Betty Sabo will lead the discussion of 
The Geography of Bliss by Eric Weiner.  Call Kathy or 
Mary  if you plan to attend. 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS  
Correction of September 2008 AAUW Briefs 

Paulina Maida          
Graduated from Seton Central Catholic High 
School  
college attending....University of Scranton 
interested in a career in medicine 
National Merit Scholarship winner 

Bev Wasco 
Scholarship Committee 

Please note that Paulina Maida was the National Merit   
Scholarship Winner.  This was inadvertently left off in the   
September 2008 AAUW Briefs. 

 Pajama Collection 
 

Yes, you read it correctly, AAUW is doing a pajama     
collection!   A suggestion was made last year to consider 
donating to The Pajama Program, and this year we have 
decided do it!  New pajamas and books for children ages 
newborn to 17 are needed for children in our community 
who are in temporary or foster care, or whose families are 
in transition.  The Binghamton, NY Chapter of the Pajama        
Program works with local agencies to address this need.  
We will be collecting all size-all season pajamas starting in 
November through February, and will deliver donations  
early in March.  So, be on the lookout for PJs and books 
for all age children and teens, male and female!  Also, 
share our project information with family, friends and other 
organizations who may wish to contribute.  In some small 
way, we can make bedtime happier for some of our local 
children. More information will be presented at a branch 
meeting.  If you wish to view the program details, go to 
www.pajamaprogram.org and make sure to check out the 
Binghamton, NY Chapter.   
~Cathy McGowan 



LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND   
LAF Expands to all areas of employment 
 

LAF works to combat sex discrimination 
through community and campus out-
reach programs, a resource library and 
online advocacy tools, and various  
research reports. In collaboration with 
the Public Policy and Government    
Relations department, LAF seeks 
amicus curiae opportunities in cases of 
discrimination that disadvantage women 
in the workplace.   
 

Mildred DeWitt 
AAUW New York State 
Legal Advocacy Fund VP 

STATUS OF WOMEN  
COUNCIL 
Broome County Status of Women 
Council   
The Annual Women of Achievement  
Dinner will be held on Wednesday,  
November 12th at the Owego Treadway 
Inn. Please join us in honoring AAUW’s 
2008 Woman of Achievement, Sue 
McLain!  The gathering will begin at  6 
PM Cash Bar , with seating at 6:45 PM 
and dinner at 7 PM.  The program will 
follow immediately after dinner.  
 

Tickets are $27; deadline for           
purchase October 20 th.   Entrée 
choices include: Treadway Inn Chicken 
with champagne cream sauce, Atlantic 
Salmon with horseradish crust, or the 
Chef’s Choice Vegetarian Dinner.  
Checks should be made out to     
Southern New York Branch ~ AAUW. 
Please contact Cathy McGowan.  
 

AAUW will be donating a basket to be 
raffled that evening.  Status of Women 
Council uses the funds raised to      
present an annual $500 scholarship   
to a rising senior in a local high school.  
Mildred DeWitt has graciously           
volunteered to assemble the basket 
again this year.  The theme she has 
selected is “Wine and Chocolate,” and 
she is in need of donations such as 
coasters, napkins, towels, openers, 
wine glasses, wine glass charms/
marker with the wine theme, 
“chocolate” items, or a monetary       
donation to be used to purchase an 
item for the basket.  Donated items 
may be brought to the October AAUW 
meeting or call Cathy McGowan to   
arrange pick-up.   
 

Thanks for your support! 
 

Cathy McGowan   
Status of Women Council  
Representative 
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COMMUNITY 
WSKG SWEATER DRIVE 
 

The Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood 
Sweater Drive will be held Octo-
ber 14 - 27 this year.  The goal is 
to collect and provide sweaters 
for children, adults and at risk fa-
miliies who cannot afford some-
thing warm to wear. With the help 
of many, last year WSKG distrib-
uted 1,250 sweaters. 
 

Collection barrels for the sweat-
ers will be at all Giant supermar-
kets in the area.  If you have any 
questions or would like to volun-
teer to help with this project, 
please call JoAnne Edson at 625-
3839. 
 

CHOW HUNGER WALK 
 

Just a reminder - the 26th Annual 
Hunger Walk will be held Sunday, 
October 26th at Binghamton Uni-
versity.  It is not too late to sign 
up for the event.. Contact the 
CHOW program director at 
eblaine@broomecouncil.net to 
participate. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The annual AAUW gift-wrapping 
fund raiser will be held at the Bar-
nes and Noble Bookstore , Vestal 
Town Square, on Friday, Decem-
ber 19th.  More details will be an-
nounced in the next newsletter. 
 

Thank you very much for your 
support of these programs 
 

JoAnne Edson 
Community Chair 

INTERNATIONAL 
    

AAUW has awarded more than 2,200 
international fellowships to women from 
more than 130 countries and partnered 
with leading international humanitarian 
organizations on initiatives to empower 
women. AAUW has had a U.N. repre-
sentative, Carolyn Donovan, attending 
select meetings and monitoring issues 
affecting women and girls. However, we 
have not had special consultative status 
at the United Nations. 
 

Our role is now expanding.  We have 
gained special consultative status at the 
United Nations with the Economic and 
Social Council (ESOSOC). This commit-
tee initiates reports, makes recommen-
dations, and promotes respect for hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms. 
This new designation allows AAUW to 
participate in international conferences, 
sign on to NGO statements, and share 
AAUW’s expertise. “AAUW can now 
advocate more effectively and support 
policies aimed at strengthening gender 
equality, especially in the areas of the 
economic, social, political, and repro-
ductive health rights of women and 
girls,” said Carolyn Donovan, AAUW’s 
U.N. representative. Our new status 
“will provide us with great opportunities 
to engage in U.N. - related activities and 
initiatives that break through barriers for 
women and girls,” said AAUW           
Executive Director Linda D. Hallman. 
 

Cheryl Papa 
AAUW New York State 
International Affairs Director 

Save the Date  
On November 6th, AAUW will host a 
presentation by two speakers who will 
describe a program they started in 1999, 
called the Community Care Network of 
Nichols . Nurse Practitioners Shirley 
Tiffany  and Sandy McCoy Cleveland 
will describe their success taking an idea 
for a community service from a dream to 
a reality. They will discuss this Tioga 
County program, as it exists today, and 
the time and talent they invested to    
create it.  Please join us at 7 PM on 
Thursday, November 6 th for this      
presentation. Location is still              
undetermined….watch email/post card 
for final location. 



EDUCATIONAL         
FOUNDATION  

Thanks to the generous contributions 
of AAUW members across the nation, 
the AAUW Educational Foundation 
remains one of the world’s largest 
funding resources for graduate women.   
Building upon this distinguished legacy, 
the Foundation also became a funding 
source for AAUW’s landmark research 
reports and more recently, the AAUW 
Legal Advocacy Fund Program.   Each 
year the Foundation provides about $4 
million in fellowships, grants, and 
awards for outstanding women around 
the globe and for community action 
projects.  The Foundation also funds 
pioneering research on women, girls, 
and education.�
In celebration of this special anniver-
sary event, the AAUW Educational 
Foundation is issuing a special chal-
lenge to raise $25,000 in 50 days, that 
is, just 500, $50 gifts.  Your special 
anniversary gift of $50 or more will be 
acknowledged in the online scrapbook 
as part of the Foundation’s fiftieth anni-
versary.   
At Thursday’s Branch Meeting and Pot-
luck Supper, several Branch members 
became donors to this special 50th 
Anniversary giving event.  If you can, 
join the celebration and help the AAUW 
Educational Foundation reach its goal.  
To become a special gift donor, write a 
check for $50 made out to the AAUW 
Educational Foundation and send it to 
me at the address below before Octo-
ber 4, 2008.  I will send checks on to 
National. 
Sue McLain, 2102 Riverview Drive, 
Endwell, NY  13760 
If you wish to send a check for a smaller 
amount, we will put it toward a Special 
$50 Gift(s) from the Branch.  Thank you 
again for your continuing support of the 
Educational Foundation and its mission.    
  
 

Sue McLain 
Educational Foundation VP                              

Send a Fellowgram to    
enhance a special occasion.                   

Birthday - Get Well -Congratulations -   
Sympathy 

When you send a Fellowgram you 
contribute to the AAUW  Educational 
Foundation, programs that financially         

enable outstanding women to continue 
their advanced studies and projects. 

   

PUBLIC POLICY 
AAUW Releases Congressional     

Voting Record  
110th Congress Made Progress on 

AAUW Priority Issues 
AAUW released its Congressional  
Voting Record for the 110th Congress, which 
gives the public critical information about 
how members of Congress voted on AAUW 
priority issues.  
This Congress was noticeably more suppor-
tive of AAUW's position in the areas of    
education, economic security, and civil 
rights. More than half the representatives 
and senators supported AAUW's issues on 
at least 80 percent of the votes in this voting 
record, a tool to both educate voters and 
make legislators more conscious about    
issues important to women and families.  
"AAUW has had some critical legislative 
victories this Congress, but we must also 
protect and enforce hard-won laws already 
on the books," said AAUW Executive Direc-
tor Linda D. Hallman, CAE. "With the No-
vember elections just around the corner, 
AAUW is urging voters to hold their elected 
officials accountable on the issues that mat-
ter most to women and their families." 
To help the electorate make an informed 
decision, AAUW also released voter guides 
for the November elections-not just for the 
presidential race but also for some key Sen-
ate races. Additional voter guides will be 
added throughout the fall. 
"We don't tell women how to vote," said Lisa 
M. Maatz, AAUW director of public policy 
and government relations. "We encourage 
them to speak their minds and get involved 
in the political process, to ensure that the 
issues they most care about get the atten-
tion they deserve-and education and eco-
nomic security are very much on the minds 
of women voters this year." 
The AAUW Capitol Hill Lobby Corps, a 
group of AAUW members who lobby Con-
gress each week it is in session, will make a 
special effort to thank members of Congress 
with a 100 percent voting record.  
"After a five-year delay, the Higher Educa-
tion Act was reauthorized, which takes steps 
to make college more affordable and creates 
the AAUW-inspired Patsy Mink Graduate 
Fellowships," said Maatz. "AAUW was also 
instrumental in the House passage of two 
equal pay bills: the Paycheck Fairness Act, 
which updates the Equal Pay Act of 1963 to 
provide better remedies for victims of pay 
discrimination, and the Ledbetter Fair Pay 
Act, which would correct the Supreme 
Court's misstep in Ledbetter v. Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co."  
 

Suzanne Conmy 
Public Policy Chair 

MEMBERSHIP 
Membership Updates  
Please welcome our newest branch 
member - Brandy Lee Maggio    
 

The best way to bring in new mem-
bers is to invite your friends to be 
members.  Since July 1, 2006,  the 
following members have brought in 
new members:  Ruth Allstadt, 
Rosalyn Anechiarico, Jan Cattarin
(2), Eileen Cooley, Mary Alice Ed-
son, Missy Papa, Kathy Rezeski(2), 
Cheryl Sullivan and Suzy Conmy
(3).  Their names are listed in the 
Member -Get-A-Member Cam-
paign Hall of Fame on the national 
website. At the 2008 Spring Confer-
ence our branch received one of 
the TopFive Awards for achieving 
highest overall increases in branch 
membership for 2007-08.  The 
Southern New York branch is alive 
and well! 
We have postcards available that 
you can send to friends telling them 
about AAUW and asking them to 
join.   There are e-postcards that 
you can e-mail to friends also.  You 
can find this info at www.aauw.org 
under Member Center.   Please 
consider asking a friend to join 
us.  They might be very glad you 
did! 
 

Suzanne Conmy 
Membership VP 
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District III Conference 
October 4, 2008  
 

Oneida Mansion 
170 Kenwood Avenue 

Oneida, NY  13421 
 

9 AM Coffee 
10 AM Program 

 

Speakers will include Mohawk  Valley 
AAUW scholar/teacher Doris Miga, 
who is an expert on the Oneida  Com-
munity and Mary Chapin, the historian 
and strong advocate for equal rights/
equal pay. 
 

Barb Shuck, Mohawk Valley       


